
1 
 

As August slowly slides into September and the time when the autumn mountain season 

should begin the monsoon is still with us. Everyone in Nepal had high hopes for an 

improvement in the pandemic situation and in turn the return of tourist however, 

although the covid numbers continue to show a steady decline along with the 

percentage of double vaccinations increasing, the more positive situation has not 

attracted the expected influx of trekkers.  

There is a strong group of lobbyists from the tourism sector continually pushing for a 

total reopening of Nepal for tourism and they are coming up with all sorts of suggestions 

to kick-start the industry. However, they all seem to miss the point when it comes to 

recognising the real obstacle. No matter how good safety protocols and vaccinations 

might be, Nepal has to regain the trust of the international market to reverse the tide. 

On the one hand we have the government pressing a 7-day quarantine and this is 
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broadcast through the official websites, yet on the other hand there are many agencies 

flouting the protocol and not only that but then also broadcasting the fact that no one 

monitors it so it is not being strongly adhered to. This not only confuses the potential 

travellers but it also put the government and tourism entrepreneurs in a bad light 

indicating the lack of a structured industry. Unfortunately, this all comes down to a 

lack of good governance and government leadership. However, it should be mention 

that the silent majority of agencies do follow the appropriate protocols. 

Just under two months ago the Prime Minister Oli lost his position as 

a result of a vote of no confidence vibrating around his call for the 

dissolution Parliament on 12th May 2021. In his place President 

Bhandari administered the oath of office to Sher Bahadur Deuba, 

who has served as prime minister four times in the past. Deuba, 75, 

first became prime minister on September 12, 1995 and served until 

March 12, 1997. 

He was again appointed prime minister on July 26, 2001 but in May 2002, Deuba 

dissolved Parliament and called for fresh elections, however, when he sought to 

postpone the elections, then king Gyanendra dismissed him on 4th October, 2002 

branding him “incompetent”. In a belated U-turn Gyanendra re-appointed Deuba as 

prime minister on 4th June, 2004, after two independent governments in two years. But 

Deuba was sacked again on February 1, 2005, when Gyanendra usurped power. 

Deuba, returned to power once again in 2017 when he was appointed prime minister on 

7th June with the support of the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre). He served 

until February 15, 2018, and at which point Oli took over after his party, the CPN-UML, 

swept to power. As a result of all the infighting there is still no Cabinet and therefore 

a lack of leadership from the top down. This recent delay has had an impact on 

developing tourism strategies, not until there is a robust Ministry will there be a road-

map to find a way out of the present situation. Deuba is the President of the Nepal 

Congress Party, while Oli, who took a leaf out of Trump’s Presidential manual boycotted 

Sher Bahadur Deuba 

https://kathmandupost.com/politics/2021/07/13/congress-president-deuba-set-to-return-to-power-for-fifth-time
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the induction ceremony. I find it amazing that Nepal seems to operate relatively 

smoothly despite all the shenanigans at the most senior of levels.  

According to the predictions of all those well versed in the future effects of global 

warming and climate change the seasons would be longer and more extreme and 

certainly this monsoon season in Nepal has been particularly devastating and has now 

hovered over the Himalaya for the last three months.  

For thirty years now the Asian Development Bank has been funding the massive 

Melamchi Water project, a $700 million Project that has been damaged (possibly 

beyond repair) even before it came into full operation. This project was designed to 

end the woes of the citizens of Kathmandu who are, alarmingly quickly, running out of 

water, an ironic situation as Nepal is regarded as the biggest supplier of fresh water to 

S E Asia. However, with unmonitored building and road development most of the old 

valley water courses have disappeared and with much unchecked illegal ground water 

boring the valley citizens are now required to be constantly supplied with drinking 

water either by water tankers or by purchasing 20-litre plastic water barrels. 

 

The Melamchi River at Melamchi Bazaar reclaiming its land in a time of flood, however, on this occasion 
with a potent mixture of glacial and sedimentary slurry. 



4 
 

Within the first few days of the monsoon season Nepal experienced unprecedented rain 

fall onto a parched and solid ground surface layer. The heavy rain that initially fell on 

the 15th June caused flooding and landslides in many parts of Nepal. In Helambu and 

Melamchi many people died and more than 60 people are still missing, 260 houses were 

damaged and more than 700 people were displaced. All roads and infrastructure were 

washed away. 

 

Locational evidence of one of the sources from which the flood mixture engulfed Melamchi Bazaar. Photo: 
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority (NDRRMA) 

There had been a large amount of glacial and fluvial debris, that had over thousands 

of years, accumulated at Bhremathang. The muddy flood has been continuous 

throughout the monsoon and it is believed that this cannot only be attributed to the 

landslide of the 15th June that blocked the upper river. It is believed that a glacial 

outburst high on the Tibetan border is also thought to have contributed to the disaster 

working on land fractured and damaged in the 2015 earthquake. All the debris that 

had accumulated is being constantly washed down stream and although there is both 

https://www.nepalitimes.com/banner/after-the-deluge-in-nepal/
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the technology and manpower to carry this appropriate remedial work available to 

stop the flow from where the debris field is currently located it all depends on 

whether the government has the political will and the funding available to carry the 

work out. A short but very visually informative video and be seen on:  

https://www.nepalitimes.com/latest/the-monsoon-mess-in-melamchi/  

Many of you will have crossed the Chanute Bridge on your return back from the Helambu 

trek, this bridge was also swept away basically isolating all communities to the north 

of the crossing point. 

 

The only crossing point giving access to the Upper valley, the metal bridge at Chanute only hours before 
it was washed away 

Similarly, in the mountain district of Manang, floods displaced 56 families from Tal the 

small village on the Annapurna Circuit trek. 

Since these and other similar disasters, many families have been taking shelter in tents 

and makeshift huts. Three months on and with little improvement in the weather and 

a dwindling level of support from the authorities, displaced families are now migrating 

into Kathmandu and other safer centers of population and with no intentions of 

returning to their home lands. The floods have not only destroyed communities but they 

https://www.nepalitimes.com/latest/the-monsoon-mess-in-melamchi/
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also destroyed agricultural land washing away fertile soil only to replace it with sterile 

slurry. 

At the time the lower Melamchi valley was bathed in sunshine so when the mud wall 

swept downstream it caught everyone by surprise. Approximately two hours before the 

catastrophe the Melamchi Water tunnel which took the river water through the hills 

into the Kathmandu Valley shut the tunnel doors for internal maintenance work. It is 

now estimated that those doors are up to 20 meters under the new external surface 

level. At the moment there is no update on the status of the tunnel but the river water 

will be undrinkable for decades to come thus rendering the end of the project and 

leaving Kathmandu with the resurfacing problem of where to get a regular supply of 

drinking water from.  

Residents leaving Helambu carrying what is left of their belongings to start a new life in Kathmandu, 

image Kathmandu Post. 

With a lack of any connectivity to the upper valley except by helicopter many 

communities are now running short of food and for those that lost literally everything 

the immediate future is not rosie. Many Nepalese organisation have stepped in 

organising supply flights but with the fertile fields having been washed away there are 

huge questions raised about the future sustainability of the valley communities. 
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As previously mentioned, the autumn season is nearly upon us and there are a few 

positive signs in the tourism sector but with this season being the main one for trekkers 

visiting Nepal the scenario is not that bright. The Khumbu has opened up to visitors who 

can provide a double vaccination certificate or a PCR certificate, other areas are not 

so organised and there are still several communities remaining tightly closed. Several 

climbers who were thwarted by Covid on Dhaulagiri in May 2021 have returned along 

with an American who plans a ski descent. 

One hundred and sixty climbers are booked on Manaslu expeditions 

this season with two already confirmed for a winter attempt. 

Carlos Soria Fontán the Spanish climber who, at 80 has taken up 

the challenge of becoming the oldest person to reach the summits 

of all the 14 highest mountains in the world is also now in Nepal. 

He is the only mountaineer to have ascended ten mountains of 

more than 8,000 meters after turning 60. 

We can all remember the devastating effects of the 2015 earthquake on the Langtang 

Valley and especially those communities in the upper valley. Since then, life has slowly 

returned to normal and the Langtang village is beginning to be rebuilt but this time 

situated at the northern end of the previous site and much closer to Mondo. The image 

in the heading of this newsletter is that of Kangjin Gompa that I took in 2006. Kangjin 

was also severely damage by the earthquake and those lodges that had survived have 

To put into prospective the depth of the mud flow, the same chorten, before and after, a desolate waste 
land that will only recover after decades, but leaving many emotive monuments as a reminder of what 
happened on the 15th June 2021. 
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subsequently been demolished and rebuilt. However, with all the media and INGO 

advice concerning earthquake resistance the new properties have been constructed 

‘Kathmandu style’, as a local resident put it to me the other day, and in total denial of 

local and architectural heritage. What a shame, the character of the village has been 

completely changed, the same level of security could have been achieved to include 

local architectural design. On a cloudy monsoon day, well, I know which community 

style I would prefer to stay in! 

The new high-rise Kangjin Gompa – image Suppa Lama 

 The image on the 

far left is the old 

Kangjin Gompa 

Lodge, opposite 

the Gompa, this 

fell in the 

earthquake and 

has now been 

replaced by the 

building in the 

near left image.  


